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“A lot of people think we're
crazy for opening during CO-
VID-19,” Zientara says. “It’s
already difficult to get these
products because there’s such
a demand for it, but when you
add in COVID-19, the pandemic
and the shipping issues — we're
still waiting for products from a
distributor in Oregon because of
everything still going on there.”

However, she says the compa-
ny’s online success has not only
buoyed them financially, but also
demonstrated the widespread
need for fun, and play.

“I think that’s one of the rea-
sons we were able to do it be-
cause people were still looking
for their hobby and the things
they love, and we were able to
offer them those things during
(the pandemic),” Zientara says.

She also notes that, while the
pandemic has impacted the MtG
community’s ability to meet and
play in person, players have sim-
ply begun playing the card game
online via webcams, meaning
sales have kept steady:.

In preparation for opening
their own store, the pair did a
fair amount of in-person compet-
itor research to help create the
store of their dreams. Beyond
local stores, Zientara says they
visited dozens of stores from
anywhere between Rochester,
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island.

“We kind of took our favorite
features and tried to combine
them. ... One of the things we
tried to focus on was, ‘How can
we build the best store that gives
the community the most of what
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they need?’ ” Zientara says.

While MtG is currently the
store’s bread and butter, she
says it will also offer board game
rentals and tutorial events for
new players to try and learn new
games, including, but not limited
to, MtG. Zientara also says that,
ultimately, they’re looking to
customers and locals to let them
know how the Mana Bar can
serve them better.

“It’s really about meeting what
the community needs and, right
now, the community just needs
their hobbies. They need to be
able to focus on the things they

like. I mean, winter is coming
(laughs). We’re gonna have to
hunker down together because
of the weather. ... I want to be
that place where people can go,
hang out, maybe rent a board
game. I don’t care if it’s ‘Monop-
oly’ or ‘Sorry!” Whatever makes
people happy, that’s what I want
to be.”

For those unfamiliar with
what makes hobby and modern
tabletop gaming so special, Zien-
tara says it’s not just the games
(which are definitely worth a
try), but rather the sense of fel-
lowship and belonging that play-
ing them inspires.

“I started playing as an adult;
I never really played when I was
younger,” Zientara says. “The
one thing I fell in love with — the
game is kind of difficult, so there
was a good challenge. But my fa-
vorite part about playing was the
community. I got to see other
people, meet other people. I got
to talk about things they like and
things they do. There was this
whole community I never even
knew (existed). I mean, how
often as an adult can you really
go meet new people? Maybe at
the gym, maybe out for cof-
fee you’ll wave at someone, but
how often do you really get to sit
down with someone and have a
conversation and play a game?
That’s what I absolutely fell in
love with.”

For more information about
the Mana Bar, visit www.mtg-
manabar.com or visit its Face-
book page at www.facebook.
com/mtgmanabar/.
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“Ramblin’ Lou Tours - “Travel with Friends”
Celebrating 50 years (1970-2020)

support Niagara County SPCA

Basil Toyota and Basil Volkswa-
gen are teaming up with the Niag-
ara County SPCA to raise funds and
awareness for local shelter pets. Dur-
ing the month of October, the dealer-

NOW STREAMING “LIVE” AT WXRL.COM

On behalf of the Ramblin’ Lou Family and our WXRL Family & Staff, we sincerely
hope that you and your Family are safe & well. And, when you're ready to travel,
we're here for you. We can’t wait to get back “On The Road Again”! Check our website at
WXRL.com for up-to-date information. Stay well friends.
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loving homes.” WE LOVE OUR COUNTRY!

All' Niagara County SPCA adop-
tions come with up-to-date vaccines,
and animals are spayed or neutered.

Pictured: Mona the shelter dog on
her trip to Basil Family Dealerships.
She was welcomed with lots of love
and pets.

Prepare for
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with a Generac
home standby
generator

THE STATION WITH PERSONALITY

WEBR

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

716-453-2610

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020
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WE ARE OPEN!
Daily hours of operation
Wednesday - Sunday 10am-4pm
Closed Monday & Tuesday

CAPACITY WILL BE CAPPED

AT 25% IN INDOOR SPACES
Visitors please note the following: We are committed to
keeping you healthy and safe, but we cannot guarantee you
will not be exposed to COVID-19. We rely on you to protect
yourself by washing your hands often and avoid touching your
face, maintain your distance from others, and avoid touching
surfaces.

0Id Fort Niagara's complete safety plan is detailed at
wwuw.oldfortniagara.org/visitor-information.

www.oldfortniagara.org
745-7611
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.is BACK HOME

* The GREAT AMERICAN SONGBOOK »
STANDARDS of YESTERDAY & TODAY

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*Terms & Conditions Apply

STREAMING LIVE AT WEBR1440.COM
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